CHAPTER XXIX
BYRON

GEORGE GORDON No EL, Lord Byron, was
born in London in 1788. He was an only child, and his
mother alternately spoiled and ill-treated him. He was
handsome, quick at learning, and affectionate, and
inherited from his mother a violent temper. It is told
that when he was grown up she once threw the fire-
irons at him, and mother and son went separately to
warn the chemist not to supply the other with poison.
Byron was lame, and was exceedingly sensitive about
it. He was a keen athlete in spite of his bad foot, and
especially enjoyed the sports where it did not matter,
riding, and swimming.

In 1798 he succeeded to the title of Lord Byron:
a dignity of which he was unfailingly proud. He went
to Harrow in 1801, and after hating it for some time,
settled down and became popular. There, as every-
where, he was proud to be different from other people.
He used often to make his way, with a book under Ms
arm, to sit on the gravestone in Harrow churchyard
which is still known as " Byron's tomb." He genuinely
enjoyed being alone there, reading and thinking: but
he also enjoyed being seen there by other people
and reverentially left to himself.

He went from Harrow to Cambridge, where he lived
very extravagantly. It was the fashion to drink and